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PennsylvaniaPennsylvania’’s Seat Belt Laws Seat Belt Law



Problem IdentificationProblem Identification



Site Description and CommunitySite Description and Community

CharacteristicsCharacteristics



Berks CountyBerks County
    Berks County, Pennsylvania was selected as the demonstration site for

this project. It has a population base of 377,697 it contains both urban
and rural environments.  Berks County will provide an excellent setting
in which to introduce intervention strategies and measure results that
can be replicated in other locations.



School DistrictsSchool Districts



Law EnforcementLaw Enforcement



Law EnforcementLaw Enforcement



EnforcementEnforcement



Educational InterventionsEducational Interventions



The Back Is Where ItThe Back Is Where It’’s Ats At

Elementary ProgramElementary Program



Officer and student involvementOfficer and student involvement

 



SURVIVAL  101SURVIVAL  101
A StudentA Student’’s Guide to Staying Alives Guide to Staying Alive

for Middle Schoolfor Middle School





16 MINUTES16 MINUTES
                            For High School Students



 



Training SessionsTraining Sessions



  Educational TrainingsEducational Trainings



JudicialJudicial  OutreachOutreach

• All  Berks County District Judges were invited to a luncheon in
Reading.  This was funded through Buckle Up PA.  Twelve
attended, and subsequent meetings were held with those who could
not attend

• A brief synopsis of ATT was presented and Judges were provided
with the results of the pre-observational surveys and the KAB
postcards

• The importance of police writing a second citation for an occupant
protection violation was stressed.

• Judges were briefed on the enforcement
and educational interventions undertaken.

• Many Judges commented favorably
that education was considered a critical
component and the effort was not simply
enforcement driven.



Pre EvaluationPre Evaluation



KickoffKickoff

• Kickoff in February 2006  in conjunction with Child

Passenger Safety Week

• All public and private partners invited to kickoff

• Radio, Print, and cable tv media attended



Educational InterventionsEducational Interventions



EnforcementEnforcement

• Over 318,000 contacts through 798 enforcement interventions

• A contact is anyone exposed to an enforcement intervention

• Majority reached by minicade and informational sites

• Almost 2100 arrests/citations including 150 occupant protection
violations, , 7 felony arrests, 10 DUI arrests, 10 drug related arrests,
and 13 warrants served on wanted persons

• Other enforcement activities occurring during  this time included 4
NHTSA sponsored mobilizations.



Support GroupsSupport Groups



Earned MediaEarned Media



Paid MediaPaid Media

• Paid media funding was reserved until the final months
of the project

• Using the Tween handout created by the management
staff and approved by NHTSA, partial page ads were
purchased in the four major newspapers in Berks
County. This was done in late April 2007. These
newspapers had a combined circulation of 95,000.

• Additional air time for public service announcements with
WRFY Radio, whose primary listening audience is in the
25- to 54-year-old age group, was also purchased.  In
addition to their in kind efforts, the public service
announcements were aired an additional 60 times per
week over a three week period in April and May of 2007.
WRFY’s typical listening audience is 100,000 with a
potential of 300,000.
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Post EvaluationPost Evaluation
• Pre-evaluation data gathered Nov 2005-February 2006

• Observational Surveys conducted and postcard

distributed at treatment and comparison schools

• Community partners instrumental in providing

assistance: Berks County Safe Kids, Pa. Dept. of Health,

Greek Life Association from Kutztown University, student

school volunteers
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ResultsResults



Seat Belt Observation SurveysSeat Belt Observation Surveys



Characteristics of Study SampleCharacteristics of Study Sample

(pre- and post intervention periods)(pre- and post intervention periods)

(treatment and comparison sites)(treatment and comparison sites)



Seat Belt UseSeat Belt Use



Seat Belt Use by School TypeSeat Belt Use by School Type

Test SitesTest Sites



Tween Seat Belt Use in Relation toTween Seat Belt Use in Relation to

 Driver Seat Belt Use Driver Seat Belt Use

(treatment and comparison sites combined)(treatment and comparison sites combined)



Knowledge-Attitude-Behavior (KAB)Knowledge-Attitude-Behavior (KAB)

Surveys*Surveys*



ResultsResults



““Do your parents wear seat belts?Do your parents wear seat belts?



How often do you wear a seatHow often do you wear a seat

belt?belt?
““AlwaysAlways”” (response) (response)



Where do you normally sit while inWhere do you normally sit while in

the vehicle?the vehicle?

““Back SeatBack Seat”” (response) (response)



““Have you recently seen or heardHave you recently seen or heard

anything about Tween seat belt use inanything about Tween seat belt use in

the mediathe media

““YesYes”” (response) (response)



Where have you recently seen orWhere have you recently seen or

heard anything about Tween seat beltheard anything about Tween seat belt

use in the media?use in the media?



““Traffic safety messages participantsTraffic safety messages participants

indicated they had heardindicated they had heard””



Why do you wear your seat belt?Why do you wear your seat belt?



Conclusion of EvaluationConclusion of Evaluation


